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1. The North and South Korean writers’ actions during the Korean War played an 
important part in calcifying preexisting views, for example in the manner in which 
the role of intellectuals, art or women in wartime society was defined. 
Simultaneously their writings suppressed divergent or contesting views from other 
intellectuals. 
  
2. As war became more protracted, both sides’ intellectuals focused their gaze more 
inward,  making it more difficult to maintain an understanding for the other side’s 
way of thinking. 
 
3. Both North and South Korean wartime stories propagate the independence of women. 
A deeper analysis shows, however, that these stories consider women’s 
independence as a threat to Korea’s male and national identity. 
 
4. In North Korean wartime stories comradeship is a more defining feature of people’s 
national identity than communist ideology or the worship of Kim Il-Sung. 
 
5. The total war narrative used by both Koreas during the Korean War would remain a 
constant means of mobilizing the population for major post-war projects, and for 
keeping strict control over society. 
 
6. There are many literary works to be found in post-war Korea that deal with the 
effects of the war, but hardly any works that are set during the Korean War itself. 
 
7. The overall quality of North Korean literature from the Korean War is of a higher 
standard than that of South Korean wartime literature. 
 
8. The concept of the nation is an empty signifier that can be used as an imagined 
binding force, but also to create an imagined disparity in society. 
 
9. Brian Myers’ way of setting up an argument is to pre-define the “correct” parameters 
himself, after which he uses these as his yardstick to show that North Korea does not 
abide by his rules. 
